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Winter Edition
Welcome to the Winter edition 
of our newsletter. What an 
important year it is for Scottish 
Education! As teachers come 
to grips with the new Higher 
curriculum we are conscious 
of the hard work needed to 
prepare students for the new 
exams. 

Education services will continue 
to confront tight budgets, and 
if teachers are not to buckle 
under the pressure then you 
deserve all the support we can 
offer. Working smarter is often 
a trite reply when money is 
short. With SCHOLAR the core 
teaching materials for both 
the old and CfE versions of 
the Higher are at the click of a 
mouse.

I urge you to explore the new 
materials and I hope that with 
SCHOLAR … you can work 
smarter.

If you’re new to SCHOLAR 
the best way to explore 
what’s available is to login. 
Every school has a SCHOLAR 
coordinator. The school 
coordinator will let you know 
what your userid and password 
is. If you don’t know who your 
coordinator is then get in touch 
and we’ll let you know.

Development of CfE Course Material 
SCHOLAR continues development of Curriculum for Excellence Higher 
courses. The new CfE courses cover our existing Higher and Advanced 
Higher subjects as well as Maths and Mandarin at National 5. 

We have a range of full courses available now and more coming soon. 
These are being released on a topic-by-topic basis so check back often.

Development has also started on our CfE Advanced Higher subjects and 
these will be available in August 2015.

Professor PhilLip John

Executive Chair, SCHOLAR Forum

Completed Courses

Courses Partially Completed 

Subject Level Author(s)
Biology H Bryony Smith, North Berwick High School
Chemistry H Emma Maclean, George-Heriot’s School
Computing Science H Ian King , Kelso High School

Jennifer Wilson, Denny High School
Mark Tennant, CAS Scotland

Human Biology H Eoin McIntyre,
previously Auchmuty High School

Mandarin Nat 5 Yuwen Fortune, The Edinburgh Academy
Physics H Ian Holton, previously Marr College

Subject Level Author(s)
Accounting H Joe Millar, previously Trinity High School

Claire Robertson, Culloden Academy
Art & Design (Textiles) H Rebecca Munro, Inverkeithing High School
Business Management H Julie Sanderson, West Calder High School

Alan Hamilton, Stirling High School
Economics H Colin Spence, Culloden Academy
French H Catriona Macrae, St.David’s RC High School

Dorothy Drylie, Madras College
Gaelic H Eòghan Maclean Stewart,

James Gillespie’s High School
German H Douglas Angus, LAQA
Maths Nat 5

H
Margaret Ferguson,
previously Hermitage Academy

Psychology H Isobel Mullarkey, Ayrshire College
Lynn Findlay, Banff and Buchan College

Spanish H Carolyn Stanford, Glenwood High School



The sessions, usually held in the evening, cover specific
themes throughout the year. See our current schedule at

If you are a teacher and would be interested in delivering an online session for us, please do get in touch.
Full training is provided and our current tutors have commented that they have found it to be a 
rewarding experience.

Online Homework Sessions
We’re now going into our second year of delivering 
our online homework sessions. These live one-hour 
sessions have proven extremely popular with students. 

Looking at the evaluation forms, the students 
overwhelmingly enjoy the opportunity to ask questions 
and receive instant answers from our subject experts. 
It’s also proved particularly beneficial for Advanced 
Higher students who may study independently or in 
smaller groups.

Discussion Boards
Update
Our discussion boards have 
proven, through the years, to be a 
valuable way for students to share 
and ask subject-related questions. 
Our Online Tutors were on hand to 
guide the students in the
right direction.

Screenshot from one of our
online homework sessions

http://j.mp/SCHOLARsessions

We’ve noticed, however, that 
its use has declined. We are 
therefore looking at new ways to 
make this valuable service more 
engaging for students.

SCHOLAR Teacher Resources
Are you new to SCHOLAR? Perhaps 
you’ve got a good grasp of 
SCHOLAR and would like to make 
more use of it in your teaching. 
We’ve been busy over the summer 
creating new resources to support 
you. There’s an expanding range of 
video guides and exemplar lesson 

outlines to assist you. Interested? 
Visit our new resource page here:

If you’ve got a few moments 
to spare, we’d love to know 
what you think about the new 
resources. You’ll find a feedback 
form here too.

http://j.mp/SCHOLARteachres

Screenshot of new Exemplar Lesson Outlines to 
show how SCHOLAR can be used

“I attended a SCHOLAR CPD session for Modern Languages today. I was 
absolutely amazed by the resources and facilities you have. We know that 
SCHOLAR exists but haven’t fully tapped into it as a learning and
teaching tool.”

 - Modern Languages Teacher, Edinburgh, October 2014

Our discussion board will be closed 
until the end of the year. Our 
developers are busy working away 
on an exciting new development 
due for release in the New Year. 
Watch this space!

FEEDBACK is important to us in 
SCHOLAR. At the bottom of each 
web page is a banner labelled 
Report an error on this page. Click 
on it to report ‘errors’, hopefully few 
but also to suggest improvements 
or ideas you have for that page.



Access SCHOLAR through
Glow RM Unify
SCHOLAR courseware is easily accessed 

through the website (scholar.hw.ac.uk) 

using your distributed userid and password.  

Don’t forget to bookmark the URL for

quick access.

SCHOLAR has worked alongside Glow to 

ensure that users can access our materials 

through RM Unify.  Launched on 3rd 

October, SCHOLAR can be accessed 

through the SCHOLAR app.  Connecting 

with SCHOLAR for students could not be 

easier – simply click on the SCHOLAR 

app and you instantly have access 

to your courses without the need to 

connect with your SCHOLAR password.  

Tutors can also access through the 

SCHOLAR app but will need to enter 

their SCHOLAR username and password 

for the initial authentication.

Going Mobile with SCHOLAR
In 2012 Adobe Flash annouced that it was dropping support for Flash 
for mobile devices. For many years Flash has been the solution for 
delivering web-based interactivities. Our SCHOLAR activities are written 
in Flash.

Can I use SCHOLAR on Android and iOS (Apple) tablets?
The quick answer is YES. We will be transitioning all our Flash 
interactivities over to a new open format called HTML 5. This is a 
massive undertaking - we have thousands of interactivities. So it’s going 
to take a bit of time to roll out.

In the meantime in order to use our Flash interactivities on mobile 
devices you can install Puffin Academy. This as a free mobile web 
browser available for download in the Google Play Store and Apple 
App Store. 

Puffin Academy

http://j.mp/SCHOLARpuffGP

http://j.mp/SCHOLARpuffAS

A Quick Tip
Puffin Academy is the best 
available, free solution for 
playing Flash content on 
mobile devices. It does 
however take a bit of 
practice to use successfully. 
For example to use our 
Drag’n’Drop activities quickly 
double-tap the item to be 
dragged. Instead of releasing 
after the second tap, hold 
and drag.

To get round the issue of circumventing web filtering policies it only 
accepts URLs from a ‘whitelist’ of approved sites. This means you will 
be unable to edit the URL bar, instead you can make use of Bookmarks 
to get access to SCHOLAR:

1.  Select Add Bookmarks from Puffin Academy options

2. Set the name to: SCHOLAR

3. Set the location to: http://scholar.hw.ac.uk/login

4. Click Save

5. Select Bookmarks from Puffin Academy options

6. Select SCHOLAR from the list of Bookmarks

SCHOLAR

Heriot-Watt University

SCHOLAR App



Try SCHOLAR for free...
If you’re not familiar with 
SCHOLAR and would like 
to try it out, we have a Try 
SCHOLAR section on our 
website showcasing the range 
of subjects we offer.

Sign up...
Keep up-to-date with all things 
SCHOLAR by signing up for our 
quarterly electronic newsletter

http://j.mp/scholarnewsletter

Contact
w: http://scholar.hw.ac.uk
e:  info@scholar.hw.ac.uk
t:   0131 451 4116 (office)   
     @SCHOLARuk
     SCHOLARprogramme

CfE Higher Study Guides
An inspection copy of CfE Higher 
Biology Unit 1 Study Guide has been 
sent out to every Scottish secondary 
school and SCHOLAR looks forward to 
receiving feedback from teachers.

The Study Guides are designed to 
complement the interactive content 
on the SCHOLAR website. We are 
endeavouring to keep the cost low and 
be as flexible as possible by providing 
separately published Units.

If the feedback from inspection copy 
is positive, we intend to offer ‘print on 
demand’ Study Guides, purchased 
online, for all the SCHOLAR CfE Higher 
courses.

Help is at Hand
Have you made use of your 
SCHOLAR Area Coordinator? 
Each Education Authority in 
Scotland has a SCHOLAR Area 
Coordinator who works closely 
with Authority representatives 
to identify the needs and 
priorities of their schools. 
Your Area Coordinator delivers 
training for staff and students 
to enable them to get the best 
from SCHOLAR. All events are 
delivered free-of-charge for 
schools. Coordinators
provide a range of quality
training including;

• Face-to-face sessions in school.  
 Training is tailored to your staff  
 and student requirements;
• Live online remote SCHOLAR  
 training sessions. Participate  
 from anywhere in Scotland in  
 our highly interactive   
 sessions to make the most  
 of SCHOLAR; 
• Head Teacher/Education   
 Authority presentations;
• Parent Meeting presentations.

Who is your local
Area Coordinator?
http://j.mp/scholaracs

We cover every local Education 
Authority in Scotland. Get in touch 
to find out more and make the 
most of SCHOLAR


